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Notes from Commissioner Gist:  
 

1. RIDE wins Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge grant! 
 

2. RIDE seeks public comment on request for ESEA flexibility 
 

3. Deadline for Rhode Island Foundation Innovation Fellowships is next Friday (December 
23) 

 
4. East Providence schools win USDA Healthier School Challenge  

 
5. Procedures clarified for confirming residency of students in charter public schools 

 
6. RIDE seeking nominees for U.S. Presidential Scholars Program by December 23 – Action 

Item  
 
 
From the R.I. Department of Education (RIDE): 
 

7. RIDE to offer two workshops on the Common Core State Standards 
 

8. Errors corrected in SurveyWorks! 2011 
 

9. Applications still being accepted for two opportunities to serve on 2012 NECAP Test 
Development Committees   

 
10. Reminder to submit weekly status update today for the Teacher-Course-Student 

Milestone Tracking via eRIDE - Action Item  
 

11. Technology Capacity Survey deadline extended to December 23 – Action Item  
 

12. Update to recent request concerning January 13 meeting on Instructional Management 
System – Action Item  

 
 

 
 

Action Item Calendar 
 

December 21: Deadline to complete survey on Teacher of the Year  
December 23: Technology Capacity Survey due  

December 23: Presidential Scholars nominations due  
January 6, 2012: Costs report on special education due   

June 30, 2012: Schools and districts submit final personnel assignments 
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Notes from Commissioner Gist: 
 

1. RIDE wins Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge grant! 
 
I am so honored that Rhode Island is a winner of a Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge 
grant. Our successful grant application grew out of the many partnerships we have formed 
through the Rhode Island Early Learning Council. We have worked closely not only with our 
colleagues in other state agencies (DCYF, Health, and Human Services) but with so many great 
early-childhood educators and children’s advocates in communities across Rhode Island. All of 
us in the education field are well aware of the vital importance of early-childhood education. 
Learning in the early years is the foundation for all that follows, and we will be sure to use the 
funds in this federal grant to prepare our youngest learners for success in school.  
 
As Secretaries Duncan and Sebelius said in their letter announcing the awards: 
 

We know that real and meaningful change in early learning and development — the 
kind that results in dramatically better outcomes for all of our children — comes from 
setting the highest expectations and doing the hard work of comprehensive reform.  
 

Let me give you a brief summary of what we propose to do with these grant funds: 
 

 We will accelerate our partnership with Brightstars, so as to get all child-care providers 
engaged in the Brighstars system, provide training and guidance, and provide incentives 
to move all providers to a 5-star rating 

 

 We will provide guidance and training and support to all home-based child-care 
providers – with all training provided in both English and Spanish 

 

 We will build upon our statewide data system so that we can link the data bases of 
DCYF, Health, RIDE, and higher education. We will have clear, accurate, in-depth 
knowledge about all of our children and all of our schools and programs, to monitor 
progress and success from birth through their college years.  

 

 We will work with educators and assessments experts to develop our first assessment of 
“kindergarten readiness.” This information will help us better understand what support 
our youngest children need and what strengths they bring as they arrive for their first 
day of school! 

 
You can read our news release on this exciting award here: 
 

http://www.ride.ri.gov/Commissioner/RTTT_-_ELC_-_12-16-11_v2.pdf  
 

Thank you, and thanks to everyone on your team, for your support of our Race to the Top 
initiatives and for our commitment to improving early learning in Rhode Island. 

http://www.ride.ri.gov/Commissioner/RTTT_-_ELC_-_12-16-11_v2.pdf


 
2. RIDE seeks public comment on request for ESEA flexibility 

 
As I noted to you in a field memo last month (November 18), we are preparing to submit to the 
U.S. Department of Education a request for flexibility under the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act (ESEA) by the February 21 deadline. We are in the process of gathering ideas and 
comments from the public as we draft our request for flexibility. We held a well-attended public 
hearing on ESEA flexibility on Monday, and we will hold additional hearings next month. We 
have also set up a dedicated e-mail address to receive comments on ESEA flexibility:  
 

ESEA.Flex@ride.ri.gov. 
 
We welcome comments from you and your leadership team, as well as from the educators, 
families, and students in your community. Please share this information widely with others in 
your community to help us get the broadest range of input and the best thinking of all Rhode 
Islanders as we prepare our request. 
 
The U.S. Department of Education has said that states may seek waivers regarding several key 
provisions of the No Child Left Behind act, including: 
 

 removing provisions on Adequate Yearly Progress and the timeline that requires schools 
to achieve 100-percent proficiency by 2014; 

 removing school and district improvement requirements, including requirements for 
school choice, supplementary educational services, corrective action, and restructuring; 

 removing requirements for improvement plans restrictions on Title I and Title II funds 
for districts that miss requirements regarding highly qualified teachers; and 

 incorporating other waiver requests, such as flexibility on the use of 21st Century 
Learning Communities funds.  

 
As I noted to you last month, flexibility for Rhode Island would mean major changes to our 
accountability and classifications systems. These changes will allow us to strengthen our 
accountability system. We have no interest in retreating from accountability. We are interested 
in looking at these areas, among others: 
 

 We want our accountability system to measure the “magnitude of gaps,” not treating all 
missed targets equally. 

 We are interested in using data other than state summative assessments; these data 
might include measures of school climate, teacher preparation, the efficacy of 
professional development. 

 We want to fine-tune the interventions that we will initiate for schools that miss targets 
so that these interventions can be based on the particular needs of these schools.  

 We want to develop a clear definition of career-ready standards as a frame for the 
accountability system.  

 We want to ensure that our measures of accountability are clear and transparent. 
 
We had a good meeting on Tuesday at which we presented information on our request for 
flexibility as well as on Race to the Top initiatives. We video-recorded the meeting, and you can 

mailto:ESEA.Flex@ride.ri.gov


access the video by visiting the Race to the Top page on our Web site, and under “Community 
Engagement” click on the first video “Race to the Top Implementation: Moving Forward 
Together – 12/13/2011.” Please feel free to share this video with anyone who was not able to 
attend the meeting and would benefit from the information that we shared. 
 
RIDE will hold an informational meeting specifically for superintendents and assistant 
superintendents on Monday, January 19, to present more detailed information regarding our 
request for flexibility and to receive your feedback. The meeting will take place from 8:30 to 
10:30 a.m., at the New England Institute of Technology, Media Presentation Theater, 1408 
Division Rd., East Greenwich. You may also receive information about this meeting from John 
Pini, at RISSA. 
 
We are also working with RIASP to schedule a meeting with principals on ESEA flexibility, and we 
are working with the leadership of NEA-RI and RIFTHP to schedule a meeting with teachers on 
ESEA flexibility. Both meetings will take place next month.  
 
For more information on our ESEA flexibility request, see our Web site, at: 
 

http://www.ride.ri.gov/Commissioner/eseaflex.aspx 
 
For information from the U.S. Department of Education on ESEA flexibility, see: 

 
http://www.ed.gov/esea/flexibility 
 

This Education Week blog has good information about the first 11 requests to the U.S. 
Department of Education for ESEA flexibility: 

 
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/campaign-k-
12/2011/12/an_insiders_guide_to_the_11_nc.html  

 
 

3. Deadline for Rhode Island Foundation Innovation Fellowships is next Friday 
(December 23) 

 
As the application deadline (December 23) approaches, I want to remind you that the Rhode 
Island Foundation is planning to award Rhode Island Innovation Fellowships to “stimulate 
solutions by Rhode Islanders to Rhode Island challenges.” The Rhode Island Innovation Fellows 
will receive up to $300,000 over three years “to develop, test, and implement innovative ideas 
that have the potential to dramatically improve any area of life in Rhode Island.” 
 
As I noted in the Field Memo last week, the Rhode Island Foundation has a strong history of 
supporting our efforts to transform education in Rhode Island, and I think it would be very 
exciting if one (or more!) of the Innovation Fellows were from the education field. I would love 
to see proposals that could advance our work on such initiatives as virtual learning, STEM to 
STEAM, or any of the many other initiatives that can help us improve our schools and advance 
the achievement of our students. Perhaps RIDE could even offer technical support for an 
Innovation Fellow focused on education.  
 

http://www.ride.ri.gov/commissioner/RaceToTheTop/default.aspx
http://www.ride.ri.gov/Commissioner/eseaflex.aspx
http://www.ed.gov/esea/flexibility
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/campaign-k-12/2011/12/an_insiders_guide_to_the_11_nc.html
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/campaign-k-12/2011/12/an_insiders_guide_to_the_11_nc.html


I hope you will bring this opportunity to the attention of anyone you may know who has a vision 
for transforming education. I would be glad to discuss ideas for innovation with anyone 
interested in applying for this fellowship. More information on the Innovation Fellowships is 
available here: 
 

http://www.rifoundation.org/CommunityInitiatives/RhodeIslandInnovationFellowship/t
abid/1002/Default.aspx  

 
4. East Providence schools win USDA Healthier School Challenge  

 
One of our priorities as we work together to transform education is to ensure that all of our 
schools are healthy and safe learning environments that contribute to effective student 
learning. Part of this initiative involves making sure that our schools provide all students with 
healthy, nutritious meals.  
 
We had some good news about nutrition in our schools this week: congratulations to the folks 
at East Providence School Department for earning the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
HealthierUS School Challenge Bronze Award for eight of their schools.  
 
The following East Providence schools have achieved the award:  

 
Agnes B. Hennessey Elementary School,  
Alice M. Waddington Elementary School,  
Emma G. Whiteknact Elementary School,  
James R. D. Oldham Elementary School.  
Kent Heights Elementary School,  
Myron J. Francis Elementary School, and  
Orlo Avenue Elementary School,  
Silver Spring Elementary School,  
 

The award recognizes schools that have demonstrated a commitment to excellence in both 
nutrition and physical education to promote a healthier environment for children. Thanks to all 
in East Providence who have worked so hard to achieve this national recognition. Well done!  
 
If you’d like to find out more about the HealthierUS School Challenge and how your schools 
might achieve recognition, please contact Sandra Fabrizio in our Child Nutrition Program, at 222-
4682 or Sandra.fabrizio@ride.ri.gov.    
 
Here is a link to the USDA Web site with additional information regarding the Challenge:   
 

http://teamnutrition.usda.gov/HealthierUS/index.html 
 
 

5. Procedures clarified for confirming residency of students in charter public schools 
 
We have learned that families of students enrolled in charter public schools are being asked to 
submit documentation confirming their residency at the offices of their school and again at 

http://www.rifoundation.org/CommunityInitiatives/RhodeIslandInnovationFellowship/tabid/1002/Default.aspx
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offices of their district of residence. Families whose children are enrolled in charter public 
schools should not have to go through two separate procedures confirming student residency.  
 
Each charter public school has procedures that include collection of documentation that is 
sufficient to verify residency for school purposes, and parents verify residency in compliance 
with these procedures.  
 
To alleviate this burden on parents, from here on the verification of residency shall be made at 
the time of enrollment and annually thereafter by the charter public school in which the student 
is enrolled. The school will then submit a certified list of students to the district of residence; if 
the district of residence questions a student’s residency, it may then request a copy of the 
residency documentation. If a dispute as to the residency of a student exists, the district may 
request a residency hearing, under R.I.G.L. 16-64-6. RIDE staff will monitor charter public schools 
as necessary to ensure that they implement the appropriate procedures to verify student 
residency.  
 
Thank you for your cooperation in this process so that we place no undue burdens on families of 
students enrolled in charter public schools. Please contact Bill Clarke, Charter School 
Coordinator, at 222-8255 or bill.clarke@ride.ri.gov, if you have any questions. 
 

6. RIDE seeking nominees for U.S. Presidential Scholars Program by December 23 – 
Action Item  

 
As noted in last week’s Field Memo, we are still seeking nominees from all LEAs for the U.S. 
Presidential Scholars Program. The U.S. Department of Education established this prestigious 
program in 1964, and to date the program has recognized more than 6,000 outstanding high-
school seniors and honored them for their high achievement. 
 
The Department selects Presidential Scholars on the basis of their “outstanding scholarship and 
promise of future success.” In the past, students have been invited to apply for the program 
solely on the basis of their SAT or ACT scores. This year, however, the Commission on 
Presidential Scholars has expanded the nominee pool by inviting each state to nominate one 
male and one female student who demonstrate outstanding scholarship and might otherwise be 
overlooked for this award. 
 
I am hoping that you can identify an outstanding high-school student in your LEA who would be 
an excellent candidate to be one of the Presidential Scholars from Rhode Island. All high-school 
seniors graduating between January and June of 2012 who are U.S. citizens or legal permanent 
residents, including students in nonpublic schools and students who are schooled at home, are 
eligible.  We are particularly interested in receiving nominations of students who have 
disabilities or who are English-language learners.  
 
Please nominate only one student from your district. Please send your nominee’s name, home 
mailing address, and high-school name, along with that student’s resume (or a suitable 
substitute) and the student’s Common Application college essay (or a suitable substitute) no 
later than next Friday - December 23 - to Hayley.Jamroz@ride.ri.gov.   
 

mailto:bill.clarke@ride.ri.gov
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RIDE will choose one male and one female student from the pool of nominees to send to the 
U.S. Department of Education for consideration. We are trying to keep to a minimum the 
burden on you and on our students at this time of year, but we are on a tight deadline for 
submitting nominations. If you have any questions, please contact Hayley Jamroz at the e-mail 
address above or at 222-8690. 
 
For more information on the program, please visit the Department website. 
 
From RIDE: 
 

7. RIDE to offer two workshops on the Common Core State Standards 
 
Please see this notice from our Office of Instruction, Assessment, and Curriculum: 

 
RIDE will be offering two open-registration Study of the Common Core State Standards 
sessions next month. Study of the Common Core State Standards is a one-day workshop 
introducing the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) in either English language arts or 
mathematics. The goal of the workshop is for participants to have a shared 
understanding of the structure and purpose of the CCSS. In addition, participants learn 
two tools for instructional alignment with the CCSS.  
 
Study of the Common Core State Standards in English language arts will be held on 
January 10, 2012. Study of the Common Core State Standards in mathematics will be 
held on January 12, 2012. Both sessions are to be held at the CCRI campus in Warwick. 
Higher-education professionals are encouraged to attend. 
Session registration is limited to 35 participants per workshop on a first-come, first-
served basis. Registration and additional workshop details are available at: 

 
 https://www.eride.ri.gov/workshopReg/main.aspx.     
 

Please contact Kate Schulz, at kate.schulz@ride.ri.gov or 222-8489, if you have any 
questions. 
 

8. Errors corrected in SurveyWorks! 2011 
 
Please see this notice from our Office of Data, Analysis, and Research: 
 

RIDE identified a mistake in the latest 2011 SurveyWorks! grade 4-6 reports. WestEd, 
the vendor for this work, mistakenly coded a number of responses to which students 
chose the response “Always” as a response of “Mostly,” and vice versa. We regret this 
error. This affected only 11 questions in the grade 4-6 reports only. We have 
reexamined all other responses to ensure that  there are no other similar errors in any 
SurveyWorks! reports. The corrected reports have been uploaded in InfoWorks to 
replace the incorrect versions. We are sorry for any inconvenience. Please call WestEd, 
at 877-787-7552, or e-mail surveyworks@wested.org if you would like more information 
about this change. 
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9. Applications still being accepted for two opportunities to serve on 2012 NECAP Test 
Development Committees   

 
Please see the following message from our Office of Instruction, Assessment, and Curriculum: 

 
As a reminder, RIDE is still accepting applications for two opportunities for classroom 
teachers and other educators to participate in the development of the NECAP tests for 
grade 3-8 and 11 in reading, writing, and mathematics. The NECAP Test Development 
Committees, which consist of educators from all four NECAP states, are essential to the 
work of creating a valid and reliable assessment system. Many educators have 
participated in these committees and have learned a lot, not only from the process but 
also from other educators representing Maine, New Hampshire, and Vermont. 
 
Please encourage educators to apply to represent Rhode Island students as a member of 
the Item Review Committee or the Bias & Sensitivity Review Committee. Applications 
can be found on the RIDE Web site at:   
 

http://www.ride.ri.gov/Assessment/TestDevCmte.aspx     
 
If you have questions, please contact the following RIDE personnel: 

 
Bias:   Susan Pagliaro, at 222-2644 or Susan.Pagliaro@ride.ri.gov  
Mathematics:  Patricia Carnevale, at 222-8458 or Patricia.Carnevale@ride.ri.gov  
Reading/Writing: Colleen O’Brien, at 222-8474, or  Colleen.OBrien@ride.ri.gov, or 
Diane Girard, at 222-8479 or  Diane.Girard@ride.ri.gov     

 
10. Reminder to submit weekly status update today for the Teacher-Course-Student 

Milestone Tracking via eRIDE- Action Item  
  
Please see this notice from our Division of Fiscal Integrity and Efficiencies: 

  
As a reminder, all LEAs are being asked to submit weekly status updates regarding 
readiness to move forward with Teacher-Course-Student (TCS) data collection. These 
weekly updates are due Fridays at 6 p.m. via the TCS Milestone Tracking module on 
eRide, which can be accessed at www.eride.ri.gov. Your LEA’s completion of the status 
updates will help RIDE to better support districts to plan for TCS data collection, which 
begins on January 3, 2012, and to respond quickly to any specific issues LEAs are 
experiencing in the TCS data-collection efforts. 
 
Please make sure that your LEA’s information is updated in the “TCS Milestone Tracking” 
module on eRide by 6 p.m. today (Friday, December 16). If you have any questions, 
please contact Betty Landry, at elizabeth.landry@ride.ri.gov.  

 
 

11. Technology Capacity Survey deadline extended to December 23 – Action Item  
 
Please see this notice from our Office of Finance:  
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Our 2011 Annual Technology Capacity Survey can be found at:  
 

Http://www.ride.ri.gov/Instruction/intech/TechSurvey.aspx.  
 
There are two important documents posted: one that seeks information regarding the 
technology capacity across a school district and the other that seeks information 
regarding the technology capacity within every school building. It is very important that 
both surveys be completed and returned by December 23. We are requiring 100-
percent participation from all districts and schools, as this information is absolutely 
critical to support our technology-funding requests to ensure we maximize our returns 
on our investments in Race to the Top initiatives.  Currently, 39 LEAs and 226 schools 
have responded. Thank you to all who have responded to date!  We are extending the 
deadline to next Friday, December 23.  We look forward to hearing from the rest of the 
LEAs and schools, as this is critical information! 
 

12. Update to recent request concerning January 13 meeting on Instructional 
Management System – Action Item  

 
Please see this notice from our Office of Instruction, Accountability, and Curriculum: 

 
Last week, we requested that each LEA identify two key people who will be the points of 
contact for the Instructional Management System (IMS). The IMS is a complex system 
with extensive data requirements and requires a deep understanding of curriculum  and 
Response to Intervention (RtI). 
  
In addition to the technical and curriculum personnel requested last week, please 
identify a third person who understands and is involved in RtI initiatives 
districtwide. Please send the contact information for the technical, RtI, and curriculum 
personnel to Jasmine Rezendes, from our Office of Instruction, Assessment, and 
Curriculum, at jasmine.rezendes@ride.ri.gov 
 
The first meeting with this three-person team from each LEA will be on January 13. The 
meeting will take place at the Northern Rhode Island Collaborative (NRIC), in Lincoln 
(640 George Washington Highway, Suite 200), and will be broken into two half-day 
sessions. Please plan on attending either the morning or afternoon session. Please 
register through eRide:  

 
http://www.eride.ri.gov/WorkshopReg/viewWorkshop.aspx?workshopid=395 

 
 
For more information about the IMS, please contact Bob Measel, at 222-8480 or 
Robert.Measel@ride.ri.gov, or Heather Heineke, at 222-8493 or 
Heather.Heineke@ride.ri.gov. 
 

 
 
RIDE will post this field memo on Tuesday, at: 
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